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Kernan Awards Grant for LaPorte School Corp. to Purchase 
Recycled-Content Outdoor Furniture 

 
INDIANAPOLIS – LaPorte Community School Corp.’s students will reap the benefits of 
recycling during their most coveted time of day—recess.  
 
 Lt. Governor Joe Kernan announced today that the Indiana Department of 
Commerce’s office of Energy Policy has awarded the LaPorte Community School Corp. a 
$5,000 Recycled Product Purchasing Grant to buy 97 percent recycled plastic outdoor 
benches, tables and signs for the Handley Elementary School playground. 
 

“This product will give the students a practical example of recycling in action,” said 
Kernan, director of the Department of Commerce. “We’ve just begun to tap the potential 
of recycled-content material and we’re excited to see it implemented in projects such as 
this.”  
 

The recycled-content products will be an integral part of the $200,000 improvement 
project for Handley Elementary School’s playground. These products divert material from 
landfills, require little to no maintenance, withstand weather and are not treated with 
harmful chemicals. The corporation is hopeful that the recycled-content furniture will 
encourage students of Handley Elementary and their families to close the recycling loop by 
buying recycled.  
 

Recycled Product Purchasing Grants promote the purchase of recycled content 
products in Indiana. The grants are available for trial or demonstration projects by local 
government entities throughout the state, including public schools, solid waste 
management districts and county, city or town governments. Grants of up to $5,000 are 
available per applicant, not to exceed 50 percent of eligible project costs.  
 

The Indiana Recycling Energy Development Board, which meets quarterly, reviews 
grant proposals and determines awards. Housed in Commerce’s Community 
Development division, the office of Energy and Re ycling administers the program. For 
more information on recycling programs, please contact Tiffany Sorge at 317.232.8940 or 
visit the Web site at www.CommerceRecycles.in.gov. 
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